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The religious ceremonies of the ancient Babylonians, like
those of the Vedic Aryans, bore a relation to external worship ;
they all ended in invocation or sacrifice. " The cy!lnder~en-
graved scenes give us an idea of these ceremonies ; we usually
see the priest in an attitude of adoration or prayer, sometimes
alone, but often before an altar on which reposes the object of
adoration, or that which is going to be sacrificed. The most
usual victim is a ram or kid. The Assyrian kings never began
an important expedition without having invoked the Gods and
held religious ceremonies ; after a victory they offered a sacri-
fice on the borders of their newly conquered states. These
sacrifices generally took place in the open air ; nevertheless
temples were numerous in Assyria and Chaldea,"1 These
customs and practices mostly resembled those of the ancient
Indo-Aryans*
The priests of ancient Chaldea held a high position in
society, like the Brahman priests of ancient or modern India.
They were called Patesis which may have been a corruption
of the Sanskrit word Purokitu, Says Diodorus : " The
Chaldeans being the most anritmt Babylonians held the same
station and dignity in the Commonwealth, as the Egyptian
priests do in Egypt. For being deputed to Divine offices
they spend all their,time in study of Philosophy, and are
especially famous in the Art of Astrology, They are mightily
given to Divinationt and forte! future events, and employ
themselves either by Purification, Sacrifices, or other In-
chantments to avert Evils, or procure good Fortune and
Success. They are skilful likewise in the art of Divination*
by the flying of Birds, and interpreting of Dreams and
Prodigies: And are reported as true Oracles (in declaring
what will come to pass) by their exact and diligent viewing
of Intraiis of the Sacrifices. But they attain not to their
Knowledge in the same manner as the Greeeians do ; for the
Chaldeans learn it by Tradition from their Ancestors, the Son
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